In Retrospect and Prospect
area of the country which did not have its newspaper. These did not displace
the English Press which provided all-India media."2
Among the regional papers the Nayak, the Basumati, the
Nabashakti, the Sanjibmi in Bengali, the Sandesh, the Lokmmya
in Marathi, the Bharat Ultra, the Vtshwamitra in Hindi became
quite well known. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya himself started
the Abhyudaya. Similarly, the Urdu papers, particularly Abul
Kalam Azad's the Al HIM, Mohammed All's the Hamdard, and
others published from Lucknow and Lahore became quite popular.
In Kerala the Malayala Manor-ama, the Kerala, the Malay alain,
etc., are worth mentioning in this connection. In Tamil the
Swadeshamitran, the Desdbakhtan, among others, soon made their
mark.
This growth of Indian journalism was not without problems.
Newspapers had to appoint many people as correspondents,
reporters, sub-editors, etc. They were mostly new in the field.
The reports coming from them were in many cases faulty. Editors
or proprietors could not check all that was coming in as news and
being printed. In many cases, they willy-nilly, were party to the
printing of such incorrect news.
The Press Commission, much later, opined :
'* The analysis shown in inaccuracies, mistakes and slips are more numerous
in the Indian language newspapers than in those published in English.
Instances are not many of the essential facts being deliberately omitted or
suppressed to suit the editorial policy of the newspapers. In most cases, the
mistakes are unintentional and can be attributed to many causes."8
In 1946-47, before partition of the country, the situation was
very bad. Rather than stopping rumours newspapers were adding
to these. Gandhiji in desparation said:
"The newspaperman ha$ become a walking plague. In the East as in the
West, newspapers are fast becoming the people's Bible, the Koran, Zend-
Avesta and the Gita, rolled into one. All that appears in the papers is looked
upon as God's truth. For instance, a newspaper predicts that riots are coming,
that all the sticks and knives in Delhi have been sold out, and the news throws
everybody into a panic. That is bad. Another newspaper reports the occur-
rence of riots here and there, and blames the police with taking sides with
the Hindus in one place and the Muslims in another. Again the man in the
street is upset. I want you all to shed this craven fear. It is not becoming of
a S. Natarajan : A History of the Press in India (Asia Publishing House,
Bombay, 1962), p. 190.
3 India Government: Report of the Press Commission (Manager of Publi-
cations, Delhi, 1954), Part I, pp. 341-342.
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